st Devils arena 


City's fiscal maneuvering challenged 


gain. 
By JOHN BRENNAN 


fight a 


1931 Chevy sedan. 
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fessional baseball player. 
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ith a visitor as his wife, Florence, 


iim as a semi-pro! 
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showed a 1935 photo of hi 


Arena: Newark man’s fisc. 


From Page A-1, 
S510 million arena. 

“1 doo’t care how much power 
someone de thinks they have” 


she outspoken Scere sc 
inser prana m 


family home he has shared with hi 
Së-year-old wile, Horence, since 
1957. “IC think Fm right, Ti sand 
'up to anybody. Too many people 
around here kowtow to the may- 


Set has led a suc- 
ccosful fight t0 prevent a pair of g 
ant fuel tanks from being built in 


His biggest legal victory so far 
fee ni kai pli nt 
was among 
‘8 group of Newark residents who 
Saed the ciy, alleging that it had 
rans io 
tive $00 milion ta pg 
and parol tex revenue into the 
gencral budget, instead of setting it 
aside for property tax reel 


undo that ruling this week by iry- 


ing to persuade the Legislature to MA 


a retroactive exemption to the 
on which the st was bared 
Seh abo is 
piinad ina Be wih even get 
stakes: $210 milion That's what 
James wants the ciy to spend on 
an arena that would be home to 
hockey’s New Jency Devils, 
‘Schinegeberge, a former ma- 
chins and safety , isask. 
ing the court to void a 2002 deal 
between the city and the Port Au- 
thority, That agrecmoni, part of a 
Fenapuiation ofthe Pori Anthon: 
tys lease for the marine termi tal 
and Newark Liberty International 
Airport, diverts more than $12 mil- 


lion a year in agency ront payments 
to the Newark Housing Authority, 
bypassing the city’s general 


‘Supenor Court Judge Rad 
Davidson, who is scheduled W 
hear the case in Newark, is the 
same judge who ruled agains: 
city in the parking and payroll ax 


cue, 

“That has mised the hopes ofar- 
na opponcns like Schnegelbersr, 
who would prefer to see the Devils! 
principal owner, Jelrey Vander- 
boek, and bis partners pay the are 
na's full cost. 

“That arena deal is bad for 
Newark.” Schr sid 
“That guy who owns the Deviis 
conned the mayor into building an 
arena almost for tree. The $100 
million [the Devils would] pay is 


op in the huket Get i: 
c'te going t pay for an arena 
ial 

parking and payroll lawsuit 
enient on de Reason Ret 
‘Act, enacted in Trenton in 1998.1 
allowed Newark to keen more 
than $45 millon a year in parking. 
and payroll tax revene, instead of 
tupang lower to ine sale © 
‘The money was supposed to be 
sctesdetoheiphomeowners who 
wouid be hit hard by large proper 
tytan increases as Newark under 


ty Ali dv awed he ciy 
apply „mioney to its general 
Budet în 2000, and the iy has 
continued. doing 20 ever since 
Bano faund the pace to be 
ga forcing the cyto make up 
the money it wou have accum 
ital hematin ase the 
parking and payroll ax funde all 
Song 


‘The state Seriate is expected to 
vote Monday on a bill that would 
amend the 1999 law to legalize the 


city’s use ofthe tax money. If the 
Dil fails and Davidson's ruling isot 
‘overtumed on appeal. wil 
have to come up with nearly $200 
million for thousands of home: 
owen ke Schnee 

ET JoAnne Watson 
said that would forve a major in- 
‘crease in property taxes citywide, 
‘Hut state Sen. Henry McNamara, 
R Wyckoff, suggested that rather 
than secking a new law, the city 
could mert its property tax relief 
obligations by using the arena 
money. 

“We're pumping in a tremen- 
dous amount of funds to subsidize 
Newark’s education system and 
other areas, and then they take a 
windfall and spend i on something 
Frivolous,” McNamara said of the 


“Tm a tike surprised, and Fen hay 
py that she re the way she di. 
heyy got to Bind that $300 mil 
fon 

‘Whike Schnegalbergr is rela 


challenge puts 


oe, 


Devils plan 


ithe 


N 


velh mew to Newark's political 
scene, his feistincss today echoes 
his style of a half-century apo, 
when he was a machinist al RCA. 

“1 used to po to the union meet- 
img and make some noise at how 
1 thought things should be going” 
Sehnogelberger said. “So 1 got 
talked inio running fur union pres 
ideni, and 1 got reelected ‘our 
times” 

But with two children ~ David, 
‘now 67, and Gail, 63 ~ to take carc 
of at home. along with elderly par 
‘ens who lived with him und they 
diod in the carly 1980s, Schnegel- 
berger said he never scnotely con. 
sidered making a run for office in 
Newark 

“The impetus for Schnegelberg 
er's more recent activism came in 
1995, when Riverbank Park — 
where Schinegelberger played 
semi-pro baseball in the 1950s — 
‘washing touted asa site for a new 
ballpark. Schnee! 
vife joined a group 
opposing the move, and the pork 
for the Newark Bears eventually 


was built vewh 
1n 1999, the city’s effort to puta 
of fuel tanks in his neighbor 
hood was darted aler Selmet 
berger protested in writing to 
City Council member and organ- 
ized a group of 90 people to attend 
a mocting on the issue. 

Schnepe'herger also has battled 
and wort a reduction in the 
praised valve of his home, with 
county tax board assessing, the 
bouge at 5260.000 instead ot te 
city's original figure of $287,700. 
“The city hasan aod is sched. 
tle to face oft with Schnegebeng 
er in state tax court next month. 

“L bough his house in 1937 for 
$5,500, and | did almost everything 
in this house myself, from the cab- 
nets to the tiles to fii 
basement,” he siid “I ki 
kind of money 1 put 
bouse, and 1 know Tm petting 
overcharged” 

‘Meanwhile, Schnegelbenger's 
prope taves more an doubled 
afer the revaluction, 10 $6,200 
from $2,800 


in doubt 


‘The Revaluation Relicf Act is 
supposed to allow homeowners 
ike Schinegetberger to pay just 20 
percent ot the tax increase the first 
Year, then 40 percent the second 
Year and reach full value in the fith 
Year. But the city argues that itis, in 
fice, giving all city residents 

erty fx relet by puting the park 
ing and payroll tax revenues into 
the general fund 

Davidson ruled, however, that 
the cel was meant only 1o 
-spply to homeowners hit hard by 
revaluations, 

James, wha alao isa sat sena: 
tor, ie co-aponsoring the Senate 
that would ‘mente 1999 parke 
ing and payroll tax law to legalize 
Newark's actions. He did not re- 
spond lo a request for comment. 

See admits he 
is not always polite in his opposi- 
tion othe mayor. Indeed, he was 
thrown out ofa recent City Coun- 
cil meeting for insisting on geting 
a second chance to speak, and hë 
antes shouts and points a fin- 
ger at James during meetings as he 
Fails aginst various city initiatives, 

“David sure does tell you what's | 
on his mind,” said Newark resident 
Willian’ Stewart, another senior, 
citizen who is a plaintiff in the tax 
and arena lawsuits, “They broke 
the mold when they made him.” 

Soft-spoken Horence Schinegel- 
berger seems bemused by the far 
og coatona se of her 
husband of 68 years. The couplo- 
enjoy teasing each other about 
what she calls his penchant for 
talking too much, while he chides 
her over an alleged fonds for in 
ferrupting him. 

Stewart, whois in his Jate 70s, 
and Schneeberger suid they wish 
more young people would gel in- 
volved in major city issues. 

*1 don't understand why mare 
poopie don't stand up, because the 
mare people stand up, the more 
pelt ack fd Sime 

erger, who had quadruple bypass 
barter a dozen years ago, 

Schnegelberge likes 10 speak 

foe senior citizens’ groups that 
invariably include many members 
‘who are decades younger 

“yp ae en og ee 

er said with Laugh “Tut some 
People ae ht olf be tr 
time. They don't get involved in 
things Ballplaying joining Ue Mi 
sons, joining the Shriners — ve al- 
‘ways heen involved in something. 
all my life, You've got to keep ac: 
tive 


E-mail brennanitnortyarsey.com 


